Should my pet be microchipped?
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We recently got a scare.  Our beagle just disappeared from our yard, which we thought was escape-proof.  We were fortunate in that a neighbor recognized him and returned him to us but we hate to think what may have happened.  Is it a good idea to have a dog microchipped and just what does that mean?

Microchipping and microchips have evolved a great deal in the past few years.  There are several different microchips and not long ago only the readers provided by the specific company could read that company’s chip.  Not all animal shelters and only a few clinics had a reader and if it was a different brand chip it could not be read by that reader.  This led to many dogs, even with microchips, never being reunited with the owners.

This has all changed.  While there are still several different microchips available, the major players provide readers which can read all the other major manufacturers’ chips.  Virtually all the animal shelters have been provided with these “universal” readers and most veterinary clinics have them as well.  This dramatically increases the likelihood of a lost pet being found.  As a matter of fact, the brand we use boasts that over 94% of lost pets that had been implanted with their chips have been reunited with their families.

What do you get with microchipping your pet?

When you report a pet missing, all the shelters and veterinary practices in the area which are affiliated with that microchip manufacturer are contacted.  Any emergency medical information is provided them concerning that pet.  A “lost pet” poster with photo ID may be created within minutes.  This mobilizes a rescue network wherever you may be traveling.  You are contacted immediately when your pet is found.

It is estimated that ten million pets get lost every year and without an ID, 90% never return home.  A microchip is a quick and inexpensive way to insure that the animal has every chance  of being recovered.  The shelters become proactive in returning the pet to it’s home rather than the several day waiting period before either adopting him to a new home or worse.

It only takes a minute to microchip an animal (we have chipped everything from dogs and cats to an alligator) and the cost is minimal.  It is really tragic that fewer than five percent of the pets are microchipped at this time, but as people become educated on the benefits I expect that number to climb dramatically.

