THE INFALLIBLE FALLING FELINE

Gusher … December 2007

        Q. Why is it that when a cat falls or is dropped, it

              always lands on its feet?

        A. One should always avoid using the word "always".  It is 

        never a good term, as is the case with the word "never". 

        Almost nothing is one hundred percent, but, more often than 

        Not, healthy cats do land on their feet if dropped from at 

        least a couple of feet high.  The Animal Medical Center in 

        New York, some time ago, did a retrospective study of over one 

        hundred cats that had fallen from two to thirty two stories, 

        the average height being five stories.  Ninety percent of 

        them survived the fall but sixty percent required medical 

        treatment for injuries sustained.  These injuries ranged from 

        a chipped tooth to chest injuries and broken bones.

             The cat has what some call an "internal gyroscope" that 

        helps to right the animal even in total darkness.  Many cats, 

        sadly to say, quite often with the help of man, try to test 

        this "gyroscope" system.  A large number of these end up on 

        our surgery tables ... or worse.  It is not impossible to 

        override this system.  Certain drugs or even mental confusion 

        can cause a dangerous loss of balance.  One should not put 

        the cats' internal gyroscope to the test.  It is a protective 

        mechanism that functions well under "normal" conditions.  A 

        high rise building is not considered a normal condition. 

        Neither is being forcefully hurled downward considered                                                     

        normal.

