FEBRUARY IS PET DENTAL MONTH

Gusher … February 2008

        Q. I heard that Pet Dental Month is just around the corner.


  Is it a good idea to have my dog’s teeth cleaned every year? 

A. Gum disease is very common in the dog and cat.  If the 

  teeth are professionally cleaned starting at the first sign of 

  tartar or calculus buildup and done periodically, the likelihood

  of ever having problems is greatly diminished.  Look at your pet’s

  teeth and see if there is a tan rough appearance.  If they are not

  just shiny white they should be examined by a veterinarian.

  On occasion, there may be problems with the gums while the teeth 

  still look good, so a periodic dental examination is a good idea.

  Tartar extends below the gum line so cleaning is an invasive surgical

  procedure done under general anesthesia.

             Removal of the tartar is performed with ultrasonic equipment

        which leaves microscopic scratches that new tartar can be 

        deposited on, so scaling of the tartar is followed by polishing


  and sealing.  In severe periodontal diseases bacteria may be


  released into the bloodstream, which may cause heart disease

so your veterinarian may recommend that antibiotics be used both       before and after the procedure if he or she considers this to be a risk. 

             General anesthesia is required to properly clean teeth and in 

        a healthy pet the risk is minimal.  In our practice, pre-anesthetic


  blood work is used to make sure we don’t overlook a pre-existing


  condition.  Anesthesia is accomplished with a very safe gas which


  is the same as is used in the majority of human pediatric cases.

Pet foods have gotten a lot of press over the past year but 


  there are many safe foods on the market, just stick to a quality


  commercial diet unless otherwise directed by your veterinarian.

  an occasional dental treat can help minimize plaque and tartar

  buildup.  We even have special pet foods formulated to help prevent

  tartar buildup along with treats to further help.  Real bones may

  splinter and damage the intestinal tract or become lodged between the

  teeth and set the stage for infection so they should always be avoided.

             Infections of teeth or gums may may cause nothing more than


  discomfort on eating or may even cause pain or vocalization.

  Infection, if left alone, will break down the 

        periodontal tissues and ultimately loosen the teeth and, at 

        best, cause them to fall out.  If they do not fall out the infection


  may actually abscess to the surface, which is seen commonly in the 


  dog with the upper fourth premolar or “carnassial” tooth.

        If started early in life, brushing can become routine.  This can 

        be of great benefit in preventing tartar.  Toothpaste or dental solution 
  made especially for pets is a better alternative.  Daily brushing is 

  preferred however this is not always practical.  One should make an 

        attempt to brush the animal's teeth at least once or twice a 

        week.  There are also drinking water additives to help fight plaque 


  and freshen the breath.


 
If there are serious problems with the teeth the pet may actually 


  be referred to a dental specialist who may perform advanced procedures


  to save teeth which, in the past, would merely have been pulled.

Pet dental month is February, and is a good time to have the teeth 

checked, as many animal hospitals and clinics offer discounts as a means

of helping our furry friends maintain dental health into their old age.

