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        Q. We are planning on a long vacation this summer and I 

        really would like to take our family dog.  Are there any 

        special preparations we need to make before our departure?

        A. Some people refuse to take vacations for the fear of a 

        dampered trip due to worrying about the family member left 

        behind.  If you are comfortable with your dog sitter or 

        kennel, and your animal is too, then go on and have fun.  But 

        if you are uncomfortable with the arrangements a viable 

        alternative is to take Fideaux along.  I'm sure he will enjoy 

        it.  You see, a dog is a pack animal and considers his owner 

        to be the leader of the pack.  When the leader is away Fideaux 

        is stressed and quite often mourns for the duration of the 

        separation.

             There are a few necessary considerations prior to 

        departure.  An often overlooked factor that will not only 

        make travel more enjoyable but will also improve the quality 

        of the overall relationship for both you and your dog is 

        obedience training.  I don't mean full scale task training 

        but rather, as the name implies, obedience.  Your animal will 

        actually be much happier if he or she knows exactly what is 

        expected of him or her.  Schools of obedience may be found in 

        the telephone directory or you may want to do it yourself 

        with the help of a good book on the subject.

             Current vaccinations and heartworm prevention are a                                                        

        must.  This should be taken care of whether traveling or not, 

        but anytime a dog is exposed to an area that other animals 

        frequent, such as rest stops or campgrounds, there is a much 

        higher risk of disease.  A health certificate is required for 

        interstate and international travel and, if traveling by 

        air, the airline should be contacted for specific rules and 

        regulations.

             Regulations on a country-by-country basis and on a 

        state-by-state basis can be found in the booklet, "TRAVELING 

        WITH YOUR PET," prepared by the ASPCA.  To obtain a copy send 

        four dollars to the American Society for the Prevention of 

        Cruelty to Animals, Education Department, 441 East 92nd 

        Street, New York, NY 10128.

             The most important aspect of traveling is to plan ahead. 

        Water should be constantly available as excitement can cause

        panting which will rapidly dehydrate an animal.  Ideally you 

        should limit feeding to the evening stop before bedding down 

        for the night.  This will help to prevent motion sickness and 

        make the trip more comfortable for Fideaux.  The use of 

        tranquilizers should be limited if at all.  They are a good 

        tool when needed but should not be relied upon if not 

        absolutely necessary.

             Before you leave home think about where you will be 

        spending the night.  Call ahead to make sure the motel will 

        allow pets.  More and more do but occasionally there will be 

        resistance.  It is not a bad idea to call ahead for 

        reservations in any case, so this would be a good time to                                                   

        inquire about the pet rules.  Trailer parks and tourist spots 

        should also be checked out.  It would make for a gloomy day 

        to travel hours out of the way in order to visit a favorite 

        locale only to find that Fideaux is not welcome.

             A pet carrier is the preferred way to travel.  It 

        affords protection and security, as well as preventing a 

        roaming animal from interfering with the driver.  If your dog 

        is not accustomed to travel, or gets to ride in the car only 

        on trips to the veterinarian (which are not always the best 

        of experiences), it may be a good idea to take a few trial 

        runs.  This may start merely by becoming accustomed to the 

        car, first without the engine running then with the car 

        idling.  Short trips around the block followed with longer 

        runs would be the next step.  If all goes well you are ready 

        for overnight trips and longer vacations.

             Traveling in hot weather requires forethought.  Always 

        take plenty of fresh water (and a bowl to put it in).  Take 

        along some ice cubes to give along the way, and plan plenty 

        of rest stops.  NEVER leave an animal unattended in the car. 

        The temperature inside a closed up car will quickly rise 

        above the outside ambient temperature.  Rolling the windows 

        down does not really help much.  The extreme heat coupled 

        with anxiety can rapidly lead to the condition known as heat 

        stroke.

             An additional word of caution: If the objective of your 

        trip is the fine sport of fishing, be sure to keep your lures 

        out of the reach of Fideaux.  Over the years I have had the

        auspicious privilege of removing many of these tempting 

        morsels from the lips and paws of unfortunate pets.  To add 

        insult to injury it often requires that a perfectly good lure 

        be condemned to destruction (to be honest, most people never 

        want to see that lure again).

