WELCOMING YOUR NEW KITTEN

Gusher … November 2008

        Q. My family would like to adopt a new kitten.  What 

        suggestions do you have about our preparations to receive and 

        properly care for this new addition?

        A. There are many things to take into consideration.  First, 

        are you and your family ready for a new pet?  Keep in mind 

        when you choose an additional member of your family, that 

        this pet will, God willing, be around for the next ten to 

        fifteen years.  There are usually an abundance of wonderful

        cats and kittens available from animal shelters and rescue groups,

        the latter of which may give you the option of returning the pet if,

        for whatever reason, things don’t work out.

              One point to think about when choosing a pet, is your home

        environment.  Do you have children?  If so, how many and what
        are their ages?  With small children, a kitten may be more likely to be 

        accidentally injured while an adult cat may tend to bite or 

        scratch when the kids play too rough.
  

             Another environmental factor to think about is housing. 

        Do you want an indoor or outdoor cat?  Do you have other 

        pets?  What are they like?  What are the other animals in the 

        neighborhood like and how well are they kept up?  Do you plan 

        a move in the near future?  This should spark an entirely new 

        set of questions you can ask yourself.

             Once the decision to add this four-legged member to your 

        family has been set in concrete, the next step is to prepare 

        the other family members.  Young children should be 

        thoroughly coached on how to properly interact with their new 

        playmate and should never be left alone with the kitten. 

        This obviously is for the protection of both the child and 

        the animal.

             Before bringing your new kitten home you should, if 

        possible, take him or her to your veterinarian.  The 

        veterinarian will do a physical examination to look for signs 

        of illness which may be unapparent to the untrained eye. 

        Furthermore, he or she will do an intestinal parasite examination.

        There are parasites that may be “zoonotic”, that is, be transmissible

        to your human family members.  With the doctor’s guidance you

        will decide which vaccinations are appropriate for your situation. 

             This would be the appropriate time to pose any questions

        about nutrition or other areas you may  be unclear about. 

             With the careful consideration and care on the part of 

        the proud owner, your kitten can have a predominately healthy 

        and protracted life.

