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As I shiver at the thought of the coming winter I find myself doing the usual things to “winterize” my focus.  Of course, the automobiles need to be in peak condition before freezing temperatures hit.  This means, among other things, checking the battery and antifreeze.  What does this have to do with our pets?  Our pets have everything to do with the way I dispose of any spilled coolant and other toxic fluids.  


Ethylene glycol antifreeze is extremely poisonous and even a very small amount can be fatal if ingested.  It needs to be carefully disposed of when changing fluids, and if even a small amount spills on the driveway when topping of the radiator it should be rinsed with copious amounts of water.  If you even think your dog or cat has gotten into it you need to rush him to the veterinarian, as, by the time there are clinical signs of illness, it is too late to help.

Do you “slap” the hood before starting the car?  Cats seek warmth wherever it can be found, including hiding inside the engine compartment of recently driven autos.  They may be struck by the fan blade or get wrapped into a fan belt and be severely injured or killed.


What about some of the other “holiday hazards” your pet may encounter?  These include the seasonal gluttonous feasts we enjoy.  Fatty foods can lead to GI upset or even pancreatitis when the turkey and ham trimmings are slipped to the critters.  Believe it or not, raw bread dough not only causes a tummy ache, but can even lead to alcohol toxicity as it ferments within the tract.  Other things to avoid giving Phoelix and Phideaux include chocolate, raisins and grapes, and anything sweetened with xylitol.  Make sure they can’t steal these from the table or con them from an unsuspecting family member.

It is not unusual for injuries to occur as a playful cat pulls that Christmas tree over onto himself, or a curious dog chews through the electric cord and finds herself enlightened.  More than once has an animal had to be opened up to remove foreign bodies, such as tree ornaments, tinsel, wrapping paper, tiny “gifts”, turkey bones or plastic toys.  And playing among wrapping paper and boxes, they may get stepped on in the excitement of the moment.

Finally, we had a very large number of dogs poisoned with rodenticides (mouse and rat poisons) last winter as people responded to these varmints seeking the warmth of their homes over the cold icy fields.  If these products must be used, please be sure they are inaccessible by your animals.  Unfortunately, most of the cases we see are from neighbors using baits without thinking of the area pets which may enter their property uninvited.  We even had a case traced back to the dog on the end of a leash poking her head under a bush and gulping down an unknown object.  It was assumed to be a kitty “tootsie treat” until the bleeding commenced.

With a little forethought and attentiveness we may have a safe and enjoyable holiday season with our family members, both biped and quadruped, and our emergency centers may be a little less busy.
