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Q. Is pet health insurance a good deal?

A. This is a common question, often asked during an expensive ordeal with a beloved pet.

At the inception of health care policies for pets a few decades ago they were considered a curious oddity.  This was when many pets were thought of as merely property.  Parasite control was not as good or convenient as it is now so the thought of a furry bedfellow didn’t enter the minds of many people.  Pet care took a back seat to other priorities for most families.
Times have changed.  Now more people than ever before consider their furry critters to be family members.  With faster and more reliable control of both internal and external parasites, pets are easier to cuddle with and it is not the least unusual to have our pets sleep in our beds with us (I often wake up to several sets of eyes waiting for our morning outing and one cat insisting on a belly rub).  

Our lifestyles have also changed.  Pets hold a greater role in our lives, and more individuals turn to the one and only living breathing being from which we receive unconditional acceptance and affection for their own comfort.  When our companions suffer we suffer as well.  When the pets moved into the house we also became more aware of how they are doing on a day to day basis and are more likely to seek help when things are not right.
At the same time, there has been an explosion of medical knowledge and technology from which to draw to help diagnose and treat or control a myriad of conditions we poorly addressed in the past, if at all.  Like in human medicine, the more advanced diagnostics and treatments we have available, the higher the costs may become. 

While pet health care is still a bargain, and only a fraction of the cost of the same care on the human side, it still can be a great burden when an unexpected injury or illness occurs.  We would all like to provide the best available for our best friend, but the best may be a little pricey.  This is when third party payment may be greatly appreciated.  Two main options are readily available.  If problems are already at hand, obviously the insurance route isn’t going to work.  For those cases, a medical credit account may be easily obtained within minutes and may allow for the medical care to be paid out over time, often without any interest being charged.  
For those who plan ahead, there are a number of pet health insurance policies available.  They range considerably in price and coverage.  The ones I am familiar with differ greatly from human health coverage in many respects, but the most important things are they don’t micromanage what is and isn’t covered, and they all will allow you to use any licensed veterinarian in the country, including specialists.  Furthermore, they are available at a fraction of the price of human coverage.
Brochures are available from your veterinarian both for credit accounts (which, by the way, are good for other medical expenses for yourself, including optometry and dentistry) and for pet health insurance.  Application for either is simple and can be done by phone or on-line in minutes.  Yes, times have changed!
