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I have received quite a few inquiries into the new canine influenza vaccine lately.  The media reports are incomplete and often unclear about the disease and the vaccine.  I will attempt to shed some light on the subject so that the reader may make an informed decision.


Canine influenza first showed up in the U.S. in 2004 in Florida.  There was an outbreak of respiratory disease in racing greyhounds in which the virus was identified.  Since then it has spread to thirty states and the District of Columbia.  These cases are reported mainly from locations where dogs congregate, such as animal shelters, pet stores, and kennels.  So far, only one confirmed case has been reported in Oklahoma.  There is no evidence of transmission of this virus from dogs to people.

In June of this year the Department of Agriculture issued a conditional license to Intervet/Schering-Plough Animal Health for the first canine influenza virus vaccine.  During its one year conditional licensing period the Center for Veterinary Biologics will continue to monitor the product for performance as it seeks full licensure.


What exactly does all this mean for us?  This vaccine is considered a “non-core” vaccine which simply means that not all dogs should receive it.  Some doctors will go ahead and start vaccinating at-risk dogs now, while others will wait to see if the virus is going to be a problem in their particular areas as the vaccine progresses toward full licensure.  For specific advice contact your veterinarian for their recommendations.
