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It is that time of year again.  While we are never completely free of fleas, ticks, mosquitoes, or biting flies, spring time brings a resurgence of bugs.
Safe, effective products for pets typically are not sold over the counter because, if they are not used properly, they will not work.  Even if they are used properly, a lack of understanding of just how they work and what to expect may lead to a perception of failure as the parasites are dying or abandoning ship.  Now we are seeing a few good topical products reaching certain over-the-counter outlets.  Use only quality products and always be sure that you part the hair and get the majority of the liquid against the skin, placing it in several spots along the back (try to keep it in areas that the pet can’t lick).

Many of the better spot-on type products have been on the market well over a decade.  It was predicted in the beginning that the parasites would eventually develop resistance to these novel products, however careful research has shown that this is not the case, (at least, not yet).  Perceived failures have, in all cases investigated, been traced to either improper administration or to the lack of understanding of the biology and reproductive life cycles of the parasites. 
For those who do not like the “wet spot” of a topical, there is a very good chewable tablet that will start killing fleas within thirty minutes of administration and continue killing them for a full month. The down side is that it will not get the ticks.

We still have a collar that is very safe and effective for tick control, but it doesn’t kill or repel fleas.  It can be combined with any of the other products we dispense for flea control.

There are still the two major players for topical flea and tick control that we have used for the past few years, and one is even effective for mosquito and biting fly control.  There are some newer products which have proven to be very good, as well.  Still these are for ectoparasites (parasites on the outside of the animal).

We have a couple of topical products which combine flea control and heartworm prevention with the control of a limited number of internal parasites.  Unfortunately, they are ineffective (or poorly effective) against ticks, so either a collar or one of the other topicals may have to be used with it.

Even with these exciting advances we will still achieve a much more effective control of fleas and ticks by adding environmental products.  There are both sprays and granules, many over the counter, which will go a long way toward making our pets’ lives much more comfortable both inside and outside of the home.  As always, a professional exterminator is the best bet for quality environmental control of parasites.
