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In our last column we discussed the addition of the therapeutic laser into our armamentarium of treatments for a number of painful or debilitating conditions.  Since that time we have undergone training and certification so that we may explore the possibilities.  Many of our wonderful pet owners have been willing to let us try this new and exciting tool on their beloved pets, with a wide range of results.


While we are still only a few weeks into our trials, we are already seeing some interesting and sometimes amazing results.  We are using the patented ML 830 Laser from Microlight Corporation.  This was the first FDA approved class IIIB laser for use in human medicine.

Most of our arthritic and hip dysplasia cases have seen positive results within a week or two.  This ranges from being able to rise easier and even being more playful, to jumping in or out of the car, for the first time in months, without help.  Some have already begun to back down on the amount of pain medication they require to be comfortable.

We are having tremendous results with a frustrating condition known as a lick granuloma.  Although our case number is limited at this time those we are treating are healing well and the licking greatly diminished after only a few visits.  


One case in particular, Louie, a fourteen-year-old chow mix, was one of our first patients to be treated with the therapeutic laser.  He has hip dysplasia and a lick granuloma which he has been plagued with for several months, one of two patients with nearly identical problems at the same time.  He reportedly is going up and down flights of stairs and has stopped licking his foot.  He is much happier now and even looks forward to coming to the doctor, as the treatments are painless.

We are using the laser post-operatively to enhance healing of the surgical sites, and to decrease discomfort from the surgeries.  Inflammation in painful ear infections is more easily controlled and the medications can reach the important areas better.  In my own dog we have demonstrated better healing of oral ulcers and less pain in the mouth with a reduction of the need for medications.


Admittedly, in some cases we have seen poor response and are exploring whether it is a lack of effectiveness or inexperience in methodology, as we are having to borrow from the experience and research done in our human counterparts.


So far, we are having fun and helping animals at the same time.  After all … isn’t that what it is all about?

